The prevalence of venereal disease in prostitutes has been discussed elsewhere (Willcox, 1960 (Willcox, , 1961 . It has been shewn that prostitutes are still heavily infected with venereal diseases.
In the present paper data are considered relating to venereal disease in the population at large arising from prostitutes in a number of Asian countries and in France, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
One difficulty in assessing such data is that the definition of a prostitute may vary from country to country. Another is the usual absence of suitable controls. Kinsey, Pomeroy, and Martin (1948) have pointed out that venereal diseases are more frequently acquired by the less educated, who more often resort to prostitutes than do men of higher educational levels. While 74 per cent. of single men in the U.S.A. had had some intercourse with prostitutes by the age of 25, only 28 per cent. of single men of college level had done so. There is no sufficiently objective study to determine the place of prostitution in the spread of venereal disease, as compared with the spread of such diseases by girls of a lower social level who are not prostitutes. Until the total numbers of each in a population can be related to the male population at risk, and the cases of venereal diseases can be related to the number of exposures, this cannot be done. The present report, which is merely a collection of known data, makes no pretence to be such a study. Furthermore, venereal diseases are usually far more prevalent amongst troops, immigrants, and visitors than in the indigenous population. These persons rely very largely upon prostitutes. If a given population contains a relatively large number of such persons the proportion of cases of venereal * Prepared for WHO VD Seminar, Tokyo, March, 1958. Paper adapted from material in "The Role of Prostitution in the Spread of Venereal Diseases", UN International Review of Criminal Policy. (Willcox, 1958, 13, 67 (Crouch, Reese, and Boudreau, 1953) . Barrett, Silbar, and McGinley (1954) (Table I) . The poor personal hygiene of prostitutes and the absence of douching facilities were considered by Graham (1952) to be contributory factors to the high incidence of chancroid encountered in the occupying American forces.
Singapore
This is an international port, a great city, and the headquarters of'the armed forces in the Far East. According to the Census Report of 1947, quoted by Ram (1956) , the excess of males over females in the age group 15-44 years in the indigenous population was 67,237, but counting service personnel, transients, and persons afloat in the port, this excess is more likely of the order of 100,000. All these factors favour prostitution by the law of supply and demand. It is estimated that on the average a promiscuous woman in Singapore exposes herself four times each day. Ram (1950) reported that the vast majority of males with venereal disease in Singapore were infected by prostitutes (Table II) . (Ram, 1956 ).
Taiwan
Ids0e (1956) reported that the great majority of patients with venereal disease seen in Taipei had contracted the infection from clandestine prostitutes in the "tea-houses". Of the gonococcal infections due to prostitutes, 42-I per cent. arose from inscribed women, as against only 28 -8 per cent. of the cases of primary and secondary syphilis.
Situation in the United Kingdom In Manchester, Laird (1956 Laird ( , 1957 In London and the sea-ports, prostitutes and unpaid casual acquaintances were approximately equally responsible for the causation of gonorrhoea. In other areas, however, the unpaid casual acquaintance caused more than three times the number of gonococcal infections than the prostitutes. In the British data as a whole, the homosexual played a very minor role, being responsible for only 2 * 5 per cent. of the total cases. In London, however, 1 7 cases (6 * I per cent. of those in which the source was known) arose from homosexual contacts, and all were recorded in the two West End clinics chosen, none being found at the East End clinics. Outside London there were only thirteen instances in 3,413 known cases (0-4 per cent.). Jefferiss (1956) , in a study of the homosexual with venereal disease in London, while noting that 8-4 per cent. of 1,000 consecutive patients attending a West End venereal diseases clinic had recently had sexual experience with a male, concluded that homosexual prostitutes were a rarity.
Summarizing the British material, prostitutes comprised at least 21 per cent. of the known female reservoir of gonococcal infection in 1954, more so in the sea-ports and London than in the inland cities and quiet areas. 77 2 per cent. of male infections were contracted as a result of casual relationship. In the sea-ports and in London the prostitute and casual unpaid pick-up were of almost equal importance: in other areas casual unpaid pick-ups were responsible for over three times more gonococcal infections than the prostitutes. The homosexual played no significant part outside London.
Earlier, during World War II, Wittkower and Cowan (1944) undertook a survey of 200 patients with venereal disease in military hospitals. No less than 152 infections (76 per cent.) were obtained from a "pick-up", 55 per cent. of them encountered in a public house and 20 per cent. in the street. Of the "pick-ups", 22-5 per cent. were described as married women whose husbands were away. In 18 per cent. the infection arose from a woman friend and in only 6 per cent. from a prostitute (Dicks, 1953) .
Situation in the United States of America In New York City, Rosenthal and Kerchner (1945) reported the nature of the contact in 7,786 military cases reported by the U.S. Army in 1944. Similarly, Fiumara (1952) New York, 1944 Massachusetts, (Rosenthal and 1951 Kerchner, 1948) (Fiumara, 1952 (1948) noted that nearly 10 per cent. of the total sexual outlet of single American males up to the age of 30 is derived from prostitutes and that these provide about one-tenth of the male's total pre-marital intercourse. It is noteworthy that prostitutes account for only 11 * 8 per cent. of the 8,567 contacts noted in these series.
In a further paper Fiumara (1956) The military situation in 1954 as regards sources of venereal disease had not appreciably altered since the previous investigation. The picture for civilians was much the same although the marital partner naturally featured more conspicuously and the percentage of cases due to prostitutes was even lower.
Homosexuality, it is noted, again played a minor role, although some of this is probably concealed. Of 164 males with infectious syphilis seen in a large American city, Vandow (1956) reported that 104 were found to be heterosexuals, 15 bisexuals, and 45 homosexuals. These patients named 665 contacts, of which 290 were female and not less than 375 were male, and of 84 contacts found infected 53 were males. In the writer's experience in London, the really promiscuous homosexual is usually an "amateur" rather than a prostitute.
Of infections caught by U.S. Naval personnel abroad in 1951, 87*6 per cent. of 1,229 cases contracted in Mexico were contracted from prostitutes (Liberti, 1956 
